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Mr# Lewis C. Coffin 
Assistant Director 
Processing Department 
Library of Congress 
Washington 25# D.G. 

Dear Lewis s 


November 17# 1955® 



PROCESSING d:; '..:. 


NOV 2 8 1955 


RECEIVED 




After receipt of the copy of Mr# Hanford* s letter to Bogachev 
said of youx- cable telling am to inform Boguchev that you would wait 
for his reply to ysrur proposals.,, 1 went around to the Lenin Library. 
The substance of what Boguchev -old me I gave in my cable of 
November 15# I sent this by cable because I thought that under the 
present circumstances you might wish to have the information in a 
hurry. Here 1 would like to amplify the subjects mentioned in the 
cable# 

The purpose of my visit to Boguchev was simply to inform him 
that you would wait fox- his an# war and to inquire about the possi- 
bility of getting back numbers of Knifci tnaia Le topis and Letopis 
Feriodidioheskikh Isdanii . Boa uahevT’liowever, VoVunteered 1 Ms inlti a! 
y a a c T TorSTTo^your proposal., and l sM^ly tried to explain your 
position a» well as I c-vuic on the basis of information from you 
available to the embassy . Fogy chav .otvie a great point of the in- 
acceptabilit y of MaahkiUaA rates. Ho kept repeating thaf'we libraries 
are dialntereeteaaQFvams of nulturs and not merchants.® However# the 
merchant In him showed Itself when he addsd that since American book* 
are much .wore expensive than Soviet books, at the Me z-lcnla a rate^ 
the Lanin Library would be getting tan short end of l tba deal. From 
his remark* 1 gatxiex'ed thaw it was extremely unlikely that he will 
back down on this question. WLut he will propose is a volume for 
volume exchange or at tut moat a page for page system of accounting* 

A» regarde your request to be able to choose any title from Knlahnala 
Leto pis # provincial ly as wail -as centrally published# he said’ that 
TEe Tenin Library had no objectloii to this in principle# out that 
In practice it would be uxtrasasly difficult for them to supply you 
with provinclally pub li sited titles. He said that the Lenin Library 
receives free only two copies. of provinclally published books and 
periodical a# which does not leave them any surplus for exchange. 

For them to order or buy such materials# he maintained, would be very 
difficult arid a great amount cf work, Oiven the general inefficiency 
of book distribution here, I rather think that this is true. It is 
almost impossible to buy provincial Ly published titles in Moscow# and 
I am sura difficult even fox* the Lenin Library to get them in any 
significant quantities , Therefore xe will most probably say that he 
can only supply you with centrally published titles# which are easier 
for him to obtain since he is sitting on the source of supply. Even 
if you oan e t get provinclally published titles frost the Lenin Library 
I don't think it will be a catastrophe. Most of the worthwhile ma- 
terial which is published outside of the center is put out by the 
republic Academies of Science, and these you should now be able to get 
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on direct exchange with them* The output of the provincial univer- 
aitiea is very small, and this too you should be able to get on direct 
exchange* In my experience, the rest of the provincial book output 
is both much smaller in quantity than we have thought and relatively 
* uninteresting from the point of view of American research libraries, 
as you will see when the material I acquired in such places as Kazan 
and Rostov reaches you. 

As regards the counterpart ;‘or the complete set of U*S. govern- 
ment publications^ Boguchev said it would be impossible to give you 
all the periodicals listed la Intofrl s Pe riodidlohesklkh Iadanll . As 
he put it, this is a veri table ‘"’ST ma t eri al , moil of wn Jet —local 
newspapers, magazines, etc., -- the Lenin Library gets in only one 
copy and which would be very troublesome for them to acquire in greater 
l V«^ /V quantity. Prom what I have seen of books and libraries here, this is 
^ .almost certainly true. To give you an example, in the province of 
/ 1 r 'I Kalinin alone some 53 newspapers and magazines are published. For 
i^ J^the Lenin Library to acquire such material for the whole Soviet Union 
'* fpr you would Indeed be an ijutsense task and represent a cash valued* 
'"probably superior to the U.S. government publications. I replied 
- ^ that you did not know this because we nad not seen the Letopis 
* Periodidlchfcskikh Ixdanii’X and that if this publication were supplied 

S*"' 1 pe rhap s ‘you * wou 17 s . 'Be wTXXlng co settle for a certain percentage of 

yV'.s- 1 '' the publications listed there and which are not availaole on the 
t^ fteshkniga export list. Also it might be possible to tyade the U.S. 
government documents for Soviet government - documents, such as 
Postanovlenlia Verkhovnogo Soveta which, if I am not mistaken, we 
do not now receive „ nSoguS^^Tc! not say, concretely, what he would 
propose in exchange for the J.S.- government documents, but he seemed 
rather flexible on the point. 

As regards Knl znnata 1-etcpi^.s in exchange for 100,000 L.G. cards, 

Boguchev said that since ""do 11? constituted comprehensive national 

bibliographies they represented an equal exchange. I told him your 
point of view on the matter, and it seemed to make soma impression. 
Nonetheless, he will probably try to link giving you back numbers 
of Kn iahna ia Letopis and Letopis Period ldich esklkh Izd anii (requested 
in Hr. Yacofcson' s note) wIIE" tEa fTTC. Birds wFIcF the Lenin Library 
did not receive In the past two years. As for the future, he will 
probably continue to asx for your cards in exchange for Kniahnaia 
Letopis , although again he seemed more flexible than on the question 
of costs* On the other questions raised by Mr. Munford's letter to 
him I have already told you what he said in the eable. Finally, he 
concluded by agreeing that the only acceptable exchange with you 
was an equal and free one, however I don't think he is going to see 
eye to eye with you on what either of those terms mean. Part of this 
is because he is out to get as much as he can for as little as he can; 
part of this is because it is really more: difficult for the Lenin 
Library to provide exchange services than at times we think. 
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If his conversation with me is any indication, hi* reply to 
your letter will probably contain not only counter-proposals, but 
arguments and explanations, and you might want to be prepared to 
meet his explanations with counter- explanations. Explaining your 
position perhaps might be helpful for there are many vary alementary 
things he does not understand, For instance, on the high cost of 
American books, he said the following: Since the Library of Congress 
is connected with a "legislative organ," why can't it pravail on 
that M organ" to fijs American book prices at a"reaaonable" level. I 
tried to explain why thla wac impossible, but I am afraid that I 
didn't make much Impression. Also he seems convinced that if wa 
wanted we could simply cosmandeer the risaufactur era 1 catalogs he ia 
after. 


Boguchev also showed great eagerness to get a hold of the neoes- 
aary equipment to make micro-cards "in order to depend on no one for 
them." He will undoubtedly approach you on this matter, and I Jfchought 
you might want to know about it in advance. Next week 1 am going^ 
back to Leningrad to see the Academy of Sciences there about earioua 
requests I made the first time 1 called. One matter I am to dlsousa 
concerns the cost at which exchanges with Harvard are to be calculated. 
Harvard wants aw to ask for Meshk niga rates. I will 1st you know^*- 
immediately, since it might be^SF'uie ’to you for your own exchanges. 

This last week I called at the library of the University of 
Moscow. They were extremely cordial and very co-operative. The 4 
most important things I learned *r«< the following. Moscow Univer- 
sity also has its own microfilming equipment, unlike any other 
Soviet University. The University has a very large exchange fund, 
particularly in pre -Revolutionary and pre- World War II books* and 
they said that they would be very glad to help American libraries 
acquire materials from these periods# I left with them two lists 
of out-of-print material one from Harvard and one from California — 
and they said that they would investigate their stocks to see what 
titles they could send. (No the whole they seemed optimistic about 
being able to give a rather large percentage of these titles. 

If this works out it would be sbout as good a; solution to the out- 
of-print book problem as t<an be found, since trying to acquire such 
books through the stores is extremely difficult, la addition, Moscow 
University agreed to send one American university a few local news- 
papers, such as Evening M oscow , but felt that in could not engage 
in this kind of exchange “*o» a large scale* The reason Moscow is 
not too Interested in this sort of exchange is that, unlike other 
Soviet universities, it has ready access to foreign currency and can 
buy its own foreign perlodlcali* Since they would do this for only 
one university, I- suggested that that university be Harvard. I shall 
return to Moscow University library again to inquire about the progress 
they have made on the out-of-print titles. 

I received your letter of November 10 a few days ago. In 
answer to your question regarding the date of my return, for the 
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moment 3 don ‘ t 
have not 
I 

not yet got ria of the *>ig backlog o 
not wrapped. 4s soon as 1 can f ee .& 
will send you the data c*i* -«av pel vrn* 


ve not vf,r < So,a ! of the 3 bought in the provinces 

i yet a.riveu in tic-scow*- end l bsve signed letters savin# that 

U 5rri».d. Also, ? /ha« 
rocks already pvu’chased but 
’ ! ' -up to both these things I 


- - i -erely, 

• ZL_ 

her;!n .i* Mali a 
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